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THE 


PREFACE. 


To the PUBLIC. 


I may be neceſſary perhaps to ob- 
1 ſerve to you, that ſome Part of what 
follows was written, much about 

the Time of the Meeting at the Maid's 
Head, in Norwich; but the Epirox 
preſumes to think, that it is not the leſs 
applicable to the preſent Situation of 
Affairs. He had no other View in 
Writing at that Time, than his own 
private Satisfaction: till the late inſo- 
ine Declaration of a neighbouring 
Power, and the unjuſtifiable Attempts 
| on the County of Norfolk, and through 
them, upon the Kingdom in general, 
5 nn ſeemed 


The PREFACE. 


feemed to warrant, and call for the 


Publication of his Sentiments; and 


prevailed over his Unwillingneſs to ap- 

ear in Publick, ariſing from the Con- 
. of his Inability to accom- 
pliſh, though anxious to contribute to- 
wards the commendable Purpoſe of re- 
ſtoring Peace and Honour to the con- 
tending Parties; which the total Si- 
lence of every one elſe has left ſo 
open, though of ſo much Importance 
to be taken Notice of. Should any one 
think himſelf pointed out by this Per- 
formance, it is to be premiſed, that the 


or Connection with any one, ſo as to 
be influenced by any Prejudices: He 
only contends againſt publick Princi- 
ples on general Grounds: He would 
not idly arrogate to himſelf Infallibi- 
lity, by ſuppoſing that he is not liable 
to Error; nor vainly lay Claim to In- 
ſpiration, by imagining that he can ſee 
into Futurity further than another. 
The Probability of his Opinions he 
ſubmits to the Public, for whoſe Sake 
they are here brought forth, 


Writer has had not the leaſt Intercourſe 


n b 
TO THE 
PEOPLE or ENGLAND, 


COUNTY or NORFOLK, &c:; 


— 


Did not intend at firſt, to have troubled the 
Public with any Opinions, on the preſent 
Oppoſition of Sentiment, now prevailing 


T | 


in this County, which at firſt Sight, and 


without due Conſideration, might only ſeem 


(though it had really no more than the Shadow 
of an Appearance) to reflect upon a Character, as 
contrary to the genuine Spirit of Peace, though 
much inclined to PR as far as in his * 

* 
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the Tranquillity of this County, and the Welfare 
of this Nation, in Conjunction with that of 
America. Yet though ſilent hitherto, not leſs 
however intereſted, not leſs ſollicitous than any 
other for my Country's good, and from the ut- 
moſt Abhorrence of the unworthy Methods which 


have been practiſed upon the Inhabitants of this 
County, from a thorough Deteſtation of the 
dangerous Meaſures which have been purſued 
to caſt an Odium upon, to expoſe to Contem 
and Reproach a Part of the Kingdom, which has 
been always diſtinguiſhed for generous Indepen- 
dence and conſtitutional Loyalty, by holding 
them forth now as the Victims of bewildering | 
Sophiſtry, of deluſive Eloquence, and ill- | 
grounded Oppoſition, by ſetting them in the 
' moſt conſpicuous Light as the Beginners of 
Sedition at Home, as the firſt Promoters of all 
the dreadful Conſequences, which can never be 
ſeparated from a State of Rebellion and Civil 
Diſcord ; I can no longer forbear to lend a help- 


ing Hand towards reſcuing them from ſo horrid | 


an Imputation, to vindicate and aſſert, what I 


am confident of, their very different, their mach | 


more commendable and conſiſtent Principles, by 
an Appeal to their Reaſon, and an Endeavour to 
promote that Line of Conduct, which their 
Country requires at their Hands at this critical 
Period; which is neceſſary to convince all Par- 
ties of our truly patriotick Attachment to the 


Cauſe of well regulated Liberty, in a due 'Sub- | 
ordination to the Laws, and the too much 


abuſed, 


with his Maj 


ts 1 


abuſed, miſrepreſented Government of this 
Kingdom. Let me aſk, What conſiſtent Me- 
thods towards a Reconciliation can be propoſed, 
which have not been offered, were the Ameri- 
cans inclined to accept any reaſonable Terms ? 
Have not Commiſſioners appointed, and 
are now upon the Spot to treat with them ? 
What prevents a Conterence, but that reſtleſs, 


intereſted Spirit, which forgets all paſt Obliga® 


tions, and centers only in Convenience to them- 
ſelves? That the firſt Beginnings of Sedition, 
originated in this, that the Accqunts we have 
had of their Intentions to be independent, long 
before they took any open Steps to accompliſh 
it, are true, appears from their ſo reſolutely ad- 
hering to that Point now, which is the only Bar 
to an Accommodation, and to their conferrin 


jeſty's Commiſſioners. What elſe 
can be done to effect ſo deſirable an End? Will 
People thus circumſtanced, thus reſolved, be 


more likely to attend to Reaſon, by the with- 


drawing your Fleets and Armies, from the Prin- 
ciple of Inability in us to ſtop their violent 
Proceedings? Is not this the Language held 
out by the Oppoſers of the preſent Meaſures ? 
Do theſe avowed Sentiments abate of their Force, 
by being tranſplanted to the other Side of the 
Water, among Perſons ſo diſpoſed, as thoſe who 
are now in Power there, who have been watch- 
ing for ſuch a favourable Opportunity, to throw 
off the Connections due from a protected to the 
Parent State? Reaſon will not admit of ſuch a 

e B 2 Thought: 
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Thought: No Language ſurely can prevail 
with us to concur in ſuch an Opinion. Will 


they not rather take Advantage of our acknow- 
ledged Inferiority, and preſcribe whatever Con- 


ditions may be moſt agreeable to their paſt 


Tranſactions? I am indeed for Peace, but upon 


a ſubſtantial Foundation; let us be prepared to 


_ enforce ſuch Terms, as may enſure a laſting 


Connex1on between us; ſuch Terms alone can 
be ſerviceable to them and us; ſuch only can 
be reaſonable. Let us ſhew that we are able to 
compel, and then we may have a Proſpect to 
perſuade, How elſe can we be aſſured, that 


thoſe who have ſhewn ſo ſtrong an Inclination to 


break with us, at leaſt ſo depraved an Attach- 
ment to Self-intereſt, will not again avail them- 
ſelves, with the firſt Opportunity, of the languid 
Moments of Parental Inaction, and the forcible 
Ties of Brotherly Regard, which have already 


ſuſpended too long the reſtraining Hand of 


Power? Happy would it have been for them 
and us, to have adopted the more vigorous 


Meaſures from the firſt ; the Want of this hath 
been our Misfortune all along; this is now the 


neceſſary Requiſite, and for which your hearty 
Concurrence is deſired. One Matter more re- 
mains to be conſidered here.— It has been ob- 
jected to the raiſing of a Regiment, that, in Caſe 
of a Rupture with any other Power, (not at all 
unlikely) our Militia are ſufficient to repel the 
bold Invader. I am happy to find that uſeful 


which 


Body of Men riſing into fo much Eſteem ; for | | 


| 
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which then our Thanks are ſo highly due to 
the Promoter of that Eſtabliſnment, who is 
likewiſe one of the firſt to ſtep forwards in his 
Country's Intereſt on all Occaſions, of which 
the preſent Meaſure adopting in this County 
for our Defence and Welfare is ſo great an In- 
ftance, I have only to wiſh that theſe Opinions 
of our Militia, may be from the Heart in thoſe 
who ſo lately avowed them, but we very well 
know what a Clamour has been raiſed by the 
Oppoſers of the preſent Adminiſtration, for 
ſending away ſo many Regulars to America, and 
leaving the Kingdom, on that Account, in fo 
defenceleſs a State, Yet when we are deſirous, 
when we are uſing our Endeavours to recruit 
thoſe Regiments upon the Eſtabliſhment for our 
better Security, which cannot even be ſent 
againſt America, but muſt remain nearer Home, 
Proteſts are ſigned; Petitions ſubſcribed againſt 
It. 


What did the Oppoſers of the Reſolutions at 
the Maid's Head, in Norwich more, than ſet 
themſelves againſt every Method which was 
offered, towards extricating this Country from 
the preſent Troubles? Contended with exciting, 

as far as they could, a Spirit of Diſatisfaction, 
with reprobating every Meaſure, which had 
been eſpouſed by Government, though unſuc- 
ceſsfully, yet we have no other ſufficient Rea- 
ſon but to think ſincerely, for the Eſtabliſnment 
of a laſting Peace, they left ſome of you in 2 


State of Alarm and Diſcontent, without pro- 
ducing 


| „ 
ducing a ſingle Plan to effect ſo deſirable a Pur- 
poſe, as a permanent and honourable Agree- 
ment with America. Some, I cannot pretend 
to point out the very Perſons who were the firſt 
Cauſes, and without Doubt they have taken 
Care to ſcreen themſelves from preſent Diſco- 
very, (till the proper Time is come) have taken 
Advantage of that unſettled State, from which 
they ſuppoſed you to be hardly recovered, to 
bring you on to the moſt deſperate Attempts ; 
and, well knowing that the worſt of Conſequen- 
ces have proceeded, without much Care, from 
the moſt trifling Beginnings, they have endea- 
voured to enflame the Minds of the People in 
this County, and the Kingdom in general, by 
repreſenting an unarmed Peaſantry, an inconſi- 
derable Mob, who had no other Object than a 
little good Meat and Drink, as a formidable In- 
ſurrection, as a People in Arms in favour: of 
America; in Support of an ungrateful People. 
Not contented with this firſt moſt groſs Impo- 
ſition on the Publick, repeated Accounts of the 
Riſe and Progreſs of the ſuppoſed Diſturbance, 


| have been given in the London Papers without 


Intermiſſion, and always immediately followed 
with as falſe Reports of Riſings in Cornwall. 
Such Facts ſpeak for themſelves, and I leave 
the abuſed Inhabitants of this County, to judge 
of the Intentions of thoſe, who have propagatrd 
ſuch Rumours. But what Objections can be 
raiſed againſt the moderate and calm, though 
neceſſary Propoſals holden out to this W 
| 1 


11 
Are our Regiments to remain deſtitute of Men, 
and not to be filled up? The Militia I have 
the higheſt Opinion of, and ſhould think thoſe 
Men capable of any miſchievous Intentions, 
who would refuſe to call out thoſe Guardians 
of Britiſh Liberty, and our excellent Conſtitu- 
tion, upon any Emergency to warrant ſuch a 
Step. But, becauſe it may poſſibly happen, 
that we may be involved in a War with Ge 
other Power, through the artful Inſinuations of 
American Emiſſaries, are we upon the bare Pro- 
bability of it, on the firſt uncertain Alarm, to 
take theſe Men from their ſeveral Callings, 
and be at that unneceſſary Expence, till we have 
a ſure Proof of the Intentions of any Power 
againſt us? We all know the material Differ- 
ence between the Conſtitution of the Army and 
Militia; the one is compoſed chiefly of young 
unmarried Men, not regularly fixed in any 
'Situation or Employment ; the other choſen in a 
great Meaſure from thofe who are ſettled among 
us, the Fathers of Families, by whom we are 
ſupplied with Hands in the ſeveral Branches of 
Trade, of Huſbandry, &c. To take theſe Men 
from their various Occupations, without evident 
Reaſon, would diſtreſs whole Counties, and 
make us regret that we heſitated to join, in the 
laudable Emulation of ſerving our Country, by 
raiſing Supplies of leis necefliry People for our 
Fleets and Armies. The Militia may be aſſem- 
bled in a very ſhort.ſpace of Time, ready diſci- 
plined, and upon the Spot to defend their deareſt 
Enjoyments; 
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Enjoyments; their valuable Priviledges of con- 
ſiſtent Liberty and reaſonable Government; the 
Exerciſe of true Religion; the Security of every 
worldly Bleſſing. But are we to permit our 
Regiments to dwindle away without filling up; 
to conſiſt of nothing but the Name; to have an 
Army without Men? Are we, by ſuch Pro- 
 ceedings, to invite a Foe to come and diſpute 
with us on this happy Iſland, if we make it not 
_ otherwiſe by our Diſſentions, the Palm of Vic- 
tory ; the Poſſeſſion of our Property; the Diſ- 
poſal of our Lives; and the Deſtination of our 
Services? We muſt know that to keep Sedition 
in awe, to prevent the Effuſion of Blood at 
Home, Forces muſt be employed abroad, Shall 
e then not ſubſcribe to ſuch a Meaſure, to fill up 
the Vacancies of thoſe Regiments which have been 
voted by Parliament, which have been, aud are to 
be paid by Parliament, which were employed by 
Parliament; and are intended to keep the Enemy 
from Home, or to replace thoſe Troops which 
may be ſent againſt them ? This is all that we 
are required to do. And ſhall the County 
of Norfolk, foremoſt in the Liſt for indepen- 
dent Loyalty, be the firſt to ſcatter the Embers 
of Sedition; to lay the Foundation of Civil 
Broils, by liſtening to the dangerous, artful, and 
unfair Repreſentations of any Man, or Set of 
Men to the contrary ? 5 
The Members of Oppoſition ſtand not upon 
fair Ground with thoſe of Adminiſtration; 
they have no ſhare in the Management of Affairs, 
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and of Courſe no ill Conſtruction whatever can 
be put upon their Actions, which are not 
brought to the Teſt. Government cannot ſtand 
ſtill, and whatever is done by them, though 
with the beſt Intentions, is liable to Miſcon- 
ſtruction z may be taken in different Lights 
the worſt has been too often adopted by the Op- 
poſition, and they have reaſoned from unſuc- 
ceſsful Events, againſt their firſt Expedience and 
Probability. Every Diſadvantage has been 
magnified, which the Failure of Succeſs has ap- 
peared to juſtify from its Conſequences, and 
ſeemed to leave no poſſible traces of Prudence in 
the Minds of Numbers, who muſt however be 


totally unacquainted with the Nature of Places 


and Circumſtances; and can have no more Knows 
ledge of, than what they receive from others; 
which they are too apt imbibe from thoſe, who 
artfully apply themſelves to the Paſſions, and 
join with you to condemn, what could not be 
prevented; what they muſt have purſued, had 
they been in Power, in Order to be juſt, to 
prove themſelves your real Friends. If two 
Regiments at firſt, if eight more added to them 
have not effected the Suppreſſion of the Ameri- 
can Rebellion; whom are we to thank for it? 
To whom muſt we look for the Diſappointment; 
but to thoſe, who were not even for employing 
_ theſe in Time; whole ill- judged Oppoſition at 
Home, encouraged the Spirit of Revolt abroad, 
and gave a Strength to the Americans, unknown 
to themſelves — If vindictive Meaſures 

were 
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were not entered upon at firſt by Government ; 
does this prove a Diſpoſition for Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion? Was it from any other Motive, than 
Tenderneſs for Fellow Subjects, an Inclina- 
tion to think favourably of their Intentions, that 
they were not cruſhed in their firſt Attempts? 
And have our Governors ſhewn leſs Attachment 
to the Intereſts of their Country, by their Exer- 
tions ſince, to reduce the Americans to their 
Duty, and bring them back to Happineſs and 
Tranquillity ? It they have not done enough for 
that End ; can we blame any others, than thoſe 
who have done their utmoſt to retard, perplex, 
and render their Meaſures ineffeftual ? You have 
been taught to look upon the Provincials as 
affectionate Brethren and loyal Subjects: many 
without Doubt among them are ſo, and would 
prove themſelves ſuch, was it in their Power: 
ſeveral have ſuffered already from their ſteady 
Regard for you, and Remembrance of the 
Bleſſings they derived from you. But let us 
attend to the Principles of thoſe in Power there, 
of the firſt Movers of Sedition, and the Authors 
of thefe Commotions. Their Diſaffection was 
pronounced at the Cloſe of the laſt War, by 
many who are now reſident among us here; 
who had been fo for a very conſiderable Time 
among them; and will vouch for the Truth of 
this Aﬀertion, by producing, if Neceſſity re- 
' quired, Witneſſes of that Declaration for many 
Years before the Troubles began. If the moſt 
contemptuous Expreſſions againſt our Govern- 
ment, 
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ment, not the Government of any particular Set 
of Men, but that of Great Britain; if the moſt 
outrageous and violent Treatment of others, for 
the natural and decent Expreſſion of their 
Attachment to the beſt of —, at their con- 
vivial Entertainments, in their unguarded Mo- 
ments, when their Hearts were open and free 
from Hypocriſy; if an Intention to ſhake off 
Allegiance to this Country was entertained by, 
and communicated to many; if, on the Teſtimony 
of the moſt reſpectable Mariners trading thither, 
the Americans, in Defiance of the Act of Navi- 
gation, which was to reſtrain them from build- 
ing Ships of Force, have nevertheleſs fitted up 
their trading Veſſels ſo, that upon the ſhorteſt 
Notice they might act in a double Capacity, to 
carry on their Trade as uſual, while they con- 
tinued at Peace with us; or to act as Ships of 
War, whenever a Pretence could be found to 
break with us; if beſides this, they had pre- 
pared the Frames of Veſſels, which could in a 
very little Space of Time be put together as 
Privateers, though concealed for the preſent 
under rough Materials for building in various 
Places; if we have known our Countrymen 
abuſed, inſulted, farred and featbered, merely 
for being Engliſnmen, then we may judge of 
American Affection and Loyalty. When 
Affairs were thus circumſtanced, it was as ridi- 
culous to condemn the aſſigned Reaſons for this 
War, as it would have been imprudent in our 
Miniſtry, not to endeavour to check the accu- 

_ mulating 
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mulating Evil. We have only to lament that they 
were not more reſolved. If a miſtaken, though 
we may almoſt ſay pardonable, Lenity had not 


with-held too much the Arm of Power, both 
Parties would have had much Reaſon to have 
rejoiced at the neceſſary Steps, which were taken 
here, to expoſe the real Views of the principal 
Leaders among them, and to prevent the evil 
Conſequences of their Deſigns. Some Pretences 
were neceſſary to juſtify the - American Pro- 
ceedings to other Nations ; how juſt thoſe were 
which they adopted, I leave to be decided by 
every Man for himſelf from the many Publi- 
cations on that Subject. But could we even 
ſuppoſe, thac the firſt Beginnings of this War 
were not ſtrictly conſtitutional towards them on 
our Part, which yet remains very much in 
Doubt at the leaſt z if their deep laid Schemes 
were carried on with too much Art to be op- 


they were ripe for Execution ; were we to walt, 
though the Horizon had long been black with 
Clouds, ſuggeſting the Prudence, perhaps the 
Neceſlity of Self-preſervation; were we to fit ſtill 
with Patience, till the Thunder burſt over our 
Heads, and the Storm fell upon us; till they 
ſhould think it proper and ſafe to juſtify a Breach 
by ſuperior Power? Oppoſition by Expedi- 
ence? Will you ſay the French are not guilty 
of Perfidy, and not to be oppoſed for entering 
into Engagements with the Americans, ſo con- 
trary to our Intereſt, becauſe it is convenient 


poſed in Time, as many term it legally, before 


and | 
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and advantageous to them? Becauſe too we 
ſhall break the Peace with them? They aſſure 
you it is with no evil Intentions towards us: 
Are we to be content with this State of Things ? 

America finds it likewiſe for her Purpoſe to 
forget the Millions of Treaſure and Thouſands 
of Lives, which have been devoted by us to her 
Eſtabliſhment and Support : they wiſh therefore 
to be independent, that 1s, to trade with other 
Nations whom they may like better than our- 
ſelves; and declare they intend us no Harm. 
They did not immediately break out firſt into 
avowed Hoſtilities ; but put Things into ſuch a 
State, that you were obliged to do it; and have 
endeayoured ever fince to perplex you with Re- 
monſtrance after Remonſtrance ; with Petitions 


which they knew could not be conſiſtently ac- 


cepted ; with Offers which they never meant to 
abide by long; which could have no Check 
upon their future Schemes ; and by leaving them 
now in their preſent State, would leave them much 
better prepared, than at the Beginning of the pre- 


ſent Conteſt, for a Renewal of it at @ more favour- | 


able Opportunity, Had in general a Spirit of 
Loyalty 2 Gratitude prevailed ; had it Tongs 
a Place with the intereſted Fomenters of this 


Rebellion; had they not been preparing for the 


Struggle, the ſmalleſt Number of our Forces 


would have awed them into Obedience, and re- 


duced them within reaſonable Bounds. It is 
true we have Numbers diſpoſed to join their In. 
tereſts with ours, of unſhaken Fidelity and 

Affection; 
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Affection; but cannot ſnew themſelves without 
the Means and Weapons of War, nor come at 
any in a Country, ſo much already in the Power 
of the other Party, who have armed all their 
Adherents, and are upon the Watch to cruſh, 
at the firſt, any, the leaſt Oppoſition to their 
Meaſures; whoſe deep-laid Projects were un- 
fathomable, and hardly to be ſuſpected by the 
Moderate and Diſpaſſionate, through whoſe 
Indolence and Inattention a Country is very 
often brought to the Verge of Deſtruction, be- 
fore they are well appriſed that any Thing is 
meditating againſt its Welfare, (I mean not 
here the circumſpectly calm in their Undertak- 
ings, the cool yet prudently active for their 
Country's Good; but thoſe who can remain 
ignobly quiet in the Midſt of impending Ruin, 
and refuſe, till it is too late, to take a Part 
which might prevent it.) The Intentions of the 
reſent American Rulers were ſeconded, by the 
urprize of all the Poſts and Offices of Power, 
eſſential to their Plan; by an Addreſs to the 
Paſſions of the Common People, to ſwell the 
Ideas of their own Importance, and prejudice | 
their Minds by popular Deluſions. The Con- 
ſequences, as ſudden as unexpected, could not 
| be oppoſed or provided againſt by our Well- 
wiſhers there: Deprivation of Property ſucceed- 
ed; Impriſonment, Inſult and cruel Treat- 
ment followed to the Friends of England ; and 
Numbers have ſacrificed their all; have even 
encountered Death in horrid Shapes, rather _ 
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be unfaithful to us. It is not for us now to cavil 
at the Meaſures, and quarrel, becauſe ſome may 


think that the War did not commence in the 


molt conſtitutional Manner on our Side; though 
even that is ſtrongly contended for, and very 
ably defended by many. If their Intentions 
were ſuch, as we have too much Reaſon to 
alledge, from their paſt and preſent Tranſactions; 
from what has been long well known to be going 
forward; the War was not commenced too 
ſoon, not ſoon enough indeed, for their and our 
—_ | 
Inſtead of a unanimous and vigorous Endea- 
vour to extricate you from your Difficulties, 
every Means have been employed to the con- 
trary, by many among us, every 2 2 | 
ſtrained beyond its Power ; even at this Inſtant, 
when their own Propoſals are adopted, ſome · 
thing muſt be found to give them a different 
Complexion ; the Times, ſay they, are not the 
ſame; Circumſtances are altered; it is tou late, 
and they will be refuſed : they have entered into 
Engagements with France, and cannot accept 
your Propoſals. Suppoſe we were to allow this 
| Reaſoning to be juſt, we may fairly * 
the ſame Conceſſions from them, and aſk, for 
what Purpoſe they now contend for us to ac- 
knowledge the American Independence, and yet 
ſpeak againſt the Offer of the very condeſcend - 
ing Terms which are ſent over there ? Can they 
break with France in one Reſpe&, and not ano- 
ther? Are they not under the ſame Obligations 
TO” * 
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in both Caſes? The ſame Treaties ſubſiſt, and 
muſt have equal Weight with them. For what 
then is there any Oppoſition at this Time to the 
. Meaſures of Government? If we can do Service 
to our Country, why ſhould we with-hold it, 
when ſo much wanted? When the Veſſel is agi- 
rated with Storms, and toſſed with Tempeſts, 
what ſhall we think of any one who ſtill re- 
fuſes to lend a helping Hand, where he is con- 
fident of preſerving her in Safety, merely be- 
cauſe he has not been employed before; or liked 
another Station better than what was allotted to 
him ; or becauſe the Hands aboard were not ſet 
aſide at his Demand, for others whom he wanted 
to oblige ? Wherein would his boaſted Attention 

to her, and profeſſed Regard for the Owner con- 
fiſt, if he permitted her to be loſt from ſuch 
Principles, when perhaps he might have other- 
wiſe brought her ſafely into the Harbour ? Is it 
a Time to wrangle from Motives of Intereſt, 
Ambition, Pique or Vanity for the Satisfaction 
of ourſelves, or any others in Oppoſition to our 
Country's Cauſe? O Patriotiſm, to what 
art thou reduced! Let the generous Spirit of a 
Briton animate every one, who has the leaſt 
Pretenſions to the Name: Let him be ready to 
ſep forwards in the glorious Emulation of ſerv- 
ing the Nation, to which he is indebted for his 
Birth, and forgetting the paſt, let him bury in 
Oblivion all private Gratifications, which are 
not conſiſtent with ſuch a Deſign, Not only 
the Meaſures have been oppoſed, but the _ 
Oe | who 
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who have been employed in the painful Struggle, 
to reſtore Tranquillity to both Countries, have 
been abuſzd by every Species of artful Decla- 
mation ; they have been inveighed againſt as the 
Foe of Liberty; as the, Tools of arbitrary 
Mandate: the keeneſt Arrows of Reproach have 
been ſhot off againſt them; they have been the 
publick Mark of Obloquy and Detraction. 
The brave and hardy Scotchmen, the loyal In- 
habitants of the ſame Iſland with ourſelves, have 
been 2 out as the Objects of Deteſtation; 
and for what? For eſpouſing the Cauſe of well- 

regulated Liberty, and the Honour of Britain; 
in Defence of England and themſelves; to pre- 
ſerve the neceſſary and reaſonable Connexion 
between the Colonies and the Parent State: for 
this their Lives have been freely expoſed, their 
_ deareſt Blood been ſhed : (the Memory of the 
gallant Fraſer and his Followers cannot foon be 
| Joſt.) They are eager to recover our Loſſes ; 
they pant for an Opportunity to revenge any 
Infult upon us; to place us, in Conjunction 
with the reſt of our Forces, in that reſpectable 
Light, which alone can give Weight to our 
Offers for an Accommodation, and be the only 
Means of effecting this; an Engliſh Spirit ani- 
mates them in the Cauſe of Britain. If the 
Grounds of this unhappy War have been miſ- 
taken by them, their Principles were however 
noble; the Attempt was generous, to reſtore 
America to us, and us to America. They have 
embarked in a common Concern, and are they 
HE 2 D to 
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to be reviled for it? If paſt Tranſactions cannot 
be remembered, as they ought not to be viewed 
(when at all) without Horror, are we to find no 
Place in our Memory, for their ſtrenuous En- 
deavours at this Time, to obliterate and wipe 
off the Stain ? If I aſk whether the ſacred Glow 
of Freedom becomes a Man leſs, becauſe the 
Tweed divides him from us, I do not mean to 
check the Ardor, to leſſen the Reputation of my 
more immediate Country-Men. But is Liberty 
inconſiſtent with a firm Attachment to our 
King and Country ? Is it not rather founded on 
theſe Supports inſeparably connected together? 
Are not theſe manifeſted ſtrongly by them at the 
preſent Juncture? Forbear then all national 
Reflexions. They bear, and glory in the Name 
of Briton with us; one Parliament repreſents us 
both; the Britiſh Senate is compoſed of Engliſh. 
men and Scotch; for this invaluable Priviledge 
they have given up every ſeparate Right, and 
are anxious to ſpring forward in the Liſts of 
Honour and Loyalty. Let Engliſhmen con- 
tend with them in this alone, and (as I am ſure 
they will not be behind Hand with them in any 
commendable Virtue, when left to the uncor- 
rupted Dictates of their Hearts,) they will have 
no Reaſon to repine at any partial Diſtribution 
of Favours, or be jealous of that Proportion 
which is due, which alone would be maintained 
towards their Brethren of Scotland. But ſhall 
uwe heſitate what Part to take as Affairs are now 
circumſtanced? When the Honour of our 
N Country 


11 
Country is at Stake? The Security of it in 
ſome Danger? Its Exiſtence perhaps as a Nation 
doubttul ? Shall we jarr any longer with one- 
another, to find out whether the Americans wiſh 
to be independent? Whether they have really 
courted the Aſſiſtance of Foreign Powers, in 
Order to throw off all Allegiance to us? Shall 
we endeavour to ſet aſide every Effort to main- 
tain that Supremacy, on which we ſee depends 
every Advantage which we all think, or would 
appear to think, ſnould redound to this Country 
alone from our Colonies, in Return for nurſin 
them up to their preſent Greatneſs, by our deareſt 
Blood and Treaſure? Even the Party not in 
Power declare the Importance of preſerving the 
Connexion with our revolted Brethren, what- 
ever they may ſeriouſly mean by their Oppo- 
ſition to Government, eſpecially at this Time. 
They would throw you upon the Affection and 
Attachment of the Americans towards you, when 
at the ſame Time they alledge, that Matters 
have been carried to that Extremity, as to have 
eradicated even the Traces of it. They would 
have you acknowledge the Independence of the 
Colonies, in Hopes to engage them in Alliance 
with us, when they are already firmly connected 
with another Kingdom. They may hold it out 
to you as an Argument, upon the Faith of a 
French Ambaſſador, that they have not ſo re- 
ſtrained themſelves by the Treaty with France, 
but that they are at Liberty, if you cultivate their 
Good Graces, to trade with you, as long as they 
D 2 ſpall 
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ſpall find it fcr their Intereſt. Can we then ſup. 
poſe, that ſo artful and politick a Power as 
France, would thus ſupport, protect, and 
encourage them, without ſome conſiderable and 
certain Advantages? That they would leave 
them fully at large, to return to their natural 
Connexion with us, without Fee or Reward ? 
Would it be prudent in the Provincials to deſert 
a People, who have eſpouſed their Cauſe againſt 
us, though from the Motives of their own In- 
tereſt ? Should a Reverſe of Fortune ever hap- 
pen, where would they fly for Succour ? Who 
would afford them Refuge or Aſſiſtance ? What 
kind of a Peace can we hope for then? What 
Degree of Advantage could redound to us, by 
truſting to their Affection or Inclinations to- 
wards ut, more than for any other People? If 
becauſe, and only becauſe, we are not unani- 
mous in exerting our Power againſt them, we 
ſhould be obliged to acknowledge their Inde- 
pendence, to ſubmit to the Terms they think 
Proper to diftate, What is to become of Eng- 
land, without an Ability to enforce the Naviga- 


tionAct, by which they are reſtrained from build. 


ing Ships ct. War? With Independence we muſt 
give them up the Dominion of the Seas. We 
muſt expect to ſee the natural Bulwark and De- 
fence of this Iſland humbled and reduced; our- 
iclves of Courſe expoſed to the Ambition and 
Attempts, nay, perhaps to the Superiority of 
any infolent Invader. If left entirely to them- 
ſelves, if under no Controul, with ſuch Row 

dance 
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dance of Materials for Building, and fo exten- 
ſive a Coaſt, we may, we muſt expet to ſve the 
inſulting Fleets of America, ſhould they con» : 
deſcend at any Time to vifit our Parts, waving ; 
their proud or hoſtile Banners in Defiance or 
Contempt. This great commerical Nation, 
which depends upon the Seas, whoſe Riches aud 
Power are. derived under Providence from: the 
Waters, muſt bend and truckle ta her Children, 
and aſk. tbem Leave, how far ſhe may venture 
ty extend her Trade without Offence or Intrafion. 
an Engliſhmen ſubmit to this, while they have 

- ö the Sword, and the Means ta 
procure one? While it may yet be in their 
Power to hinder it, by uniting their Strength and 
Councils at Home? Shall we ſee them league 
with our inveterate Enemy? Shall. we ſuffer 
them to remain, in Fact, under the Power of 
France, to enrich that treacherous and powerful 
| Neighbour with their Wealth, and — no 
Attempts to recover them to ourſelves ? This is 
now the Point propoſed, for this you are called upon 
for your Support. Is the Neceſſity of it leſs, be- 
cauſe you may have been told — 2 that 
you would be thus applied to, for Union againſt 
the Common Enemy, as well as America? 
Does it ſtand you leſs in Hand to be active and 
reſolute, becauſe ſome Perſons to leſſen the 
Weight of this Argument, could it be done, ' 
have declared in Publick that it would be made 
Uſe of? They confeſſed the Strength of it in 
ſo doing. They n. likewiſe, as well as 
Government, 
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Government, to what 2 were coming, and 
muſt come; Wonderful Diſcernment! They 
foreſaw, but did nothing to prevent; as I hope 
to have that the only Method they have 
propoſed Of giving Way to the Americans— 
muſt have been inconſiſtent with ſound Policy: 
and h the Exertions of Government were 
great to check the Evil, which they were equally 
aware of with their Opponents; yet the En- 
couragement which has been received from 
hence, by our Diviſions and jarring Councils, 
have rendered theſe Means ineffectual; though 
the Proſpect be ſtill very far from deſperate, if 
we are not wanting to ourſelves. Commerce, 
the Support of this Iſle, ſits flitting with her 
Wings; with Looks, more than half averted, 
towards America and France; let us keep her 
with us while we can, and recover our Colonies 
from our perfidious Enemy, into whoſe Arms 
they have thrown themſelves, to our Ruin, if 
not prevented. If the Building is tottering, as 
is given out, it muſt be idle to ſpend that Time 
in condemning thoſe, whom we may be told to be 
2 Authors of it, which ſhould be employed in 
u ing it: And when it is in Danger, ev 
2 4. concerned in its Safety, ſhould 4 
a helping Hand to rear it up again. Be then no 
longer deceived. Let the inſulting Frenchman 
know, that we can chaſtiſe his Arrogance, and 
curb bis Power. Let us teach each haughty 
Foe, what it-is to rouſe the Spirit of an injured 
Nation, which can reſent and avenge, 1 2 
e 3 Or 0 


1 
forbear. We are called upon to proſecute the 


War with Vigour, from even the Principles of 
Humanity. Our Hearts are deeply concerned 


in the Conteſt, 2 than at firſt Sight we may 
imagine. Our Senſibility is appealed 
. Goals and Priſons of the 1 — 
Continent are crowded with our Friends, who 
are ſuffering for our —_— Cauſe, expoſed to 
every Calamity ; with n _—_ to relieve their 
Wretchednefs, bet their honeſt Principles, the 
Rectitude of their Conduct, and the 8 of 
being reſcued by us from their miſerable Con- 
dition. To deſert them, forbid it Heaven! 
forbid it Honour, Gratitude and Juſtice! Let 
us not be equally ungrateful with thoſe whom 
we condemn for it, with ſo much, though not 
leſs reaſonable Cenſure. Marked out for Ven- 
geance in Caſe of Succeſs, expoſed to Contempt 
and Reproachy deprived of Property and the 
Means of Exiſtence, ſhall we give them up, 
while we may have it in our Power to hinder it, 
to feel and fink entirely under the Oppreſſion 
and Reſentment of their Adverſaries ? Shall we 
leave them to the cruel Mercy of their inſulting 
Countrymen ? A Briton cannot permit it, while 
he has Life or Senſe. 

The County of Norfolk has had every Method 
practiſed upon it, from miſtaken, I would hope, 
not depraved Principles, to prevent the Inhabi- 
tants from appearing among the foremoſt, in 

the arduous and painful, though neceſſary 
Struggle for their —— To ſtand forth, FT: 
is 
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a been urged as a Term of Re 
nds mi — 2 Zut 
be the glorious Example to their 
= Why not ſtep — to pre · 
ation we have gained more than 
he Friends ＋ England; the 
men Pkl * — Ars our j 5 and 
Country? it at this Tĩme, may 3 
haps to prevent the Effuſion of Blood ent er 1 
Doors. Our Militia is now called forth by which 7 
the Avtention of Governiend is liven to our . 7þ 
flitutional There ca be no Doubt 
therefore of che Alacrity and Aflitance of =_ 
Gentlemen, who have founded their. prof 
Arcechmear eo this Country on ſach a Meaſure. 
A Foreign E threatens, our natural Foe 
has thrown aſide the Maſk at laſt; and avows a 
Part the moſt prejudicial to this Kingdom; Sub- 
ſeriptions therefore will not be w to enable 
us to op) their hoſtile Intentions. Bur 
though we may, and ought to ariſe in V a 
-againft che Tleachery, the Inſolence of France, 
and Ingratitude of America; let it reach no - 
Further to our Brethren abroad, 'than to lay a 
*neceflary- Curb upon their impolitick Intentions, - 
impolitick both for them and us, by joining 
1 Olive Branch with the 3 under ever 
paſſible and prudent Appearance; and when crowned, 4 
* 5 the Bleſſing of Providence, with Succeſs, let tbe 
Arm of Power be reſtrained, by the Remembrance i 
of well tempered. Mzgcvy and the has oY , 
* AFFECTION. - 
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